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NPS welcomed members of the university’s Board of Advisors (BoA) for a series of meetings and 
campus tours, April 26-27. The BoA is a 19-member federal advisory committee carefully selected 
for their balance of expertise to provide guidance to NPS on its operations and programs. The 
group meets twice a year to receive updates on campus happenings and to discuss areas of oppor-
tunity – from potential partnerships to budgetary decisions. 

The meetings brought the board members from military, industry, research and academic insti-
tutions together for briefings on radiation safety, Committee on the Future, and an installation 
update on Naval Support Activity Monterey among many others. 

Acting Board Chairman, retired Vice Adm. Lee Gunn, offered opening remarks to start off the 
two-day session, announcing the newest member of the board, retired Adm. Timothy Keating, 
former Commander of the U.S. Pacific Command. 

NPS President Dan Oliver addressed the group about the latest goings on at NPS including a look 
at the budget, noting the upcoming renovations to Herrmann Hall and the Roman Plunge, and 
acknowledging some noteworthy achievements by NPS faculty. Oliver also praised the WASC 
Planning Group for their role in securing a ten-year reaccreditation, a huge victory and nod to the 
quality education provided to young officers, DoD civilians and international allies at NPS. 

“I really believe in the power of the Naval Postgraduate School, and I think it needs to be embraced 
as the unique institution that it is. The Board of Advisors helps us achieve that,” said Oliver. “They 
serve as enablers of our mission, and assist in guiding the school into the future. Through the 
board, we have not only strengthened existing partnerships, but we consistently foster new ones.”

The board includes members from across military and civilian institutions, including Rear Adm. 
Nevin Carr, Chief of Naval Research; Vice Adm. Marc Ferguson, Chief of Naval Personnel; and 
the Honorable G. Kim Wincup, Vice President of Science Applications International Corporation. 
Their combined expertise has enriched NPS’ academic programs and enabled discussion of ways 
to develop new partnerships with other academic institutions.

NPS Welcomes BoA for Annual Spring Meeting
By Amanda D. Stein
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One Giant Leap for Visualization

NPS Professor Explores New Methods of IED Detection

Student, Faculty Briefs Spotlight Infrastructure Protection Research

“I really believe in the power of the Naval Postgraduate School, and I 
think it needs to be embraced as the unique institution that it is. The 
Board of Advisors helps us achieve that.” – NPS President Dan Oliver

U.S. Navy Photo by Javier Chagoya



“Update NPS” is a monthly publication for students, faculty and staff of the Naval Postgraduate School produced by the Office 
of Institutional Advancement. For additional copies, comments, or to suggest story ideas, contact the editorial staff at 
update@nps.edu.

There was a flurry of PowerPoint slides, performance metrics and round table 
discussions at the end of April as we welcomed the Naval Postgraduate School’s 
Board of Advisors – our collective ‘think-tank’ of experts – to campus. 

Most universities, many non-profits and corporations for that matter, use a 
board of directors to create a synergistic, diverse and balanced pool of exper-
tise to assist in guiding their respective institutions. Our university follows this 
model as well, incorporating a collective of 19 senior military, defense, academic 
and corporate experts to advise the Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval 
Operations, along with the Naval Postgraduate School administration in how to 
best lead this institution. 

We are quite fortunate to have a level of expertise that rivals any university’s 
governing body with this group. Our Board of Advisors consists of multiple cor-
porate leaders, men and women who have led the business world with savvy 
and strong character. We have highly-respected individuals from academia who 
have, and continue to hold, prominent leadership positions at some of the na-
tion’s most prestigious schools. And we have a strong contingent of both ac-
tive duty and retired military officers, whose diverse and distinguished careers 
provide a wealth of knowledge about current and future national security and 
defense issues. 

Our meetings during this Spring get-together were productive and fruitful, promising and optimistic, candid and realistic. The board was 
quite proud to hear of NPS’ recent ten-year reaccreditation, and was equally impressed with our progress with the Committee on the Future, 
program development and the university as a whole.

As are we, the board is also fully aware of the Department of Defense’s mandate to scrutinize its budget. In times of fiscal dissection, an in-
stitution like ours should always be ready to demonstrate its overall value to the Navy, to the defense and homeland security establishments 
and, ultimately, to the United States.

As President of this institution, there is one truth that I hold with great conviction and comfort. And that is simply this … an examination of 
the Naval Postgraduate School, regardless of program, curriculum or research effort, will reveal its value to the Navy and national security. 
This simple principle affords our leadership the ability to welcome scrutiny, to encourage our supporters and detractors alike to learn more 
about NPS, and to do so with great vigor, for their efforts will pay dividends for this institution. 

Across every sector of society, through every nation and culture, there may be no better use of scarce and sacred resources than in the ef-
fort of education. But in these lean times, our institution must be eagerly ready to demonstrate the return for what I firmly believe is a very 
worthwhile investment. 

Ultimately, it is our Board of Advisors, that collective group of diverse leaders and experts, that will be a crucial component to help bridge 
the gap between welcomed scrutiny and achieved objectives. They will provide a wealth of advice and we will be listening carefully. We will 
take full advantage of their guidance as we continually strive for the highest quality execution of our mission. We will count on their wis-
dom, as they return to their diverse and demanding roles throughout the defense, academic and corporate landscapes. And we will always 
be ready to share our university’s story with the many communities and constituents who are ready to hear it.

Dan Oliver, President, Naval Postgraduate School
A Message From ...

As President of this institution, there is one truth that I hold with great con-
viction and comfort. And that is simply this … an examination of the Naval 

Postgraduate School, regardless of program, curriculum or research effort, will 
reveal its value to the Navy and national security. 

Daniel T. Oliver

President, Naval Postgraduate School



MOVES Research Associate Jeffrey Week-
ley, Dr. Christine Haska and Joe LoPiccolo 
of ITACS are keeping NPS at the forefront 
of digital data preservation research and 
network-enabled High-Performance Com-
puting visualizations.

CineGrid Exchange member volunteers and 
staff – including CineGrid Exchange Direc-
tor and Associate Director Dana Plepys of 
the Electronic Visualization Lab at Univer-
sity of Illinois; Dr. Nathan Brock of Calit2 
at UC San Diego; Director Andy Maltz of 
the Science and Technology Council of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sci-
ences; Laurin Herr and Natalie Van Osdol, 
founders of CineGrid; and others  — are 
helping the Navy and other government 
agencies move a step closer to protecting, 
managing, distributing and preserving their 
huge quantities of video data by participat-
ing in the CineGrid Exchange Project. 

Original funding for the Project was pro-

vided under the U.S. Library of Congress’ 
National Digital Information Infrastructure 
and Preservation Program. This funding al-
lowed for the development and staffing of 
the early versions of the CineGrid Exchange 
– a peta-scale, global storage architecture, 
currently totally over 300 Terabytes as a test-
bed. NPS recently procured an additional 
32TB that will act as the initial preservation 
archive for digital video courses recorded in 
support of the Sub-base Bangor Mech. E/A 
Distance Learning program. Additionally, 
efforts are underway to establish the ACM 
SIGGRAPH History Video Archive, a digi-
tal compilation of all the available anima-
tions, visualizations, live action video and 
other media generated for the SIGGRAPH 
Electronic Theater, SIGGRAPH Video Re-
view, SIGGRAPH History Committee plus 
lab-generated videos. The archive repre-
sents the entire body of work for the SIG-
GRAPH community, work that has been 
fundamental to the science of visualization, 
visual computing and the multi-billion dol-

lar entertainment industry. 
NPS will be the initial home 
to the digitized assets span-
ning nearly 40 years of work 
in this area.

“Many of the SIGGRAPH pi-
oneers of visualization, com-
puter animation, and interac-
tive techniques are retiring or 
passing away. There is no area 
of computer graphics, digital 
photography, scientific visual-
ization or mass entertainment 
that has not been touched by 
these visionaries. In many 
cases, these early pioneers of 
digital technology literally 
invented the art and science 
of computer graphics. Their 
work deserves to be honored 
and preserved,” said Weekley.

In 2010, ITACS and MOVES 
advanced visualization capa-
bilities at NPS by providing 
ultra-high quality 4K video 
streaming to and from NPS 
of both live and recorded im-
agery through the use of NPS’ 
connection to the 10gbps 
Global Lambda Integrated 
Facility. Multiple events lever-
aged this capability, most no-
tably during a demonstration 

By Joan Ackerman

MEZZ
from the

From the Mezz provides a brief re-
port on the activities of NPS’ senior 
administration. For more details on 
any of these reports, please contact 

the Office of Institutional  
Advancement at pao@nps.edu.

At the beginning of April, 
President Dan Oliver – 

along with Vice President 
for Information Resources and 

Chief Information Officer Dr. 
Christine Haska, Vice President 
for Finance and Administration 
Colleen Nickles and Vice Provost 
for Academic Affairs Dr. Doug 
Moses – attended the annual Aca-
demic Resource Conference of the 
Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) in San Francisco. 
Oliver participated in the CEO Fo-
rum, which included lunch with 
U.S. Department of Education As-
sistant Secretary for Post Second-
ary Education Eduardo M. Ochoa. 
During the conference, Moses pre-
sented on WASC as a catalyst for 
institutional change. In addition, 
Moses, Haska and Nickles also pre-
sented on tying budgeting process-
es to strategic planning.

Executive Vice President and Pro-
vost Dr. Leonard Ferrari traveled to 
the United Kingdom and Amman, 
Jordan to promote new programs 
in hopes of increasing the NPS en-
rollment of international students.

Also during April, Oliver attended 
the Board of Visitors meeting at the 
Air Force Institute of Technology in 
Dayton, Ohio.

The NPS Board of Advisors came to 
the campus at the end of April for 
its bi-annual meeting. Among the 
board members attending was Vice 
Admiral Mark Ferguson, Chief of 
Naval Personnel. The Board re-
ceived updates from President Oli-
ver and various NPS administrators 
and faculty as well as meeting with 
students and faculty. For a full re-
port on the meeting, see the cover 
story on this month’s edition of 
“Update NPS.”

One Giant Leap for Visualization

MOVES Research Associate Jeffrey Weekley stands with a 16mm film 
reel of NPS’ historical film, “The Postgraduate Way” produced in 1968. 
Weekley is leading NPS’ participation in the CineGrid Exchange project, 
an effort to digitize, store and protect years of historical video archives 
for the Navy and other government agencies. (U.S. Navy photo by Javier 
Chagoya) ... continued on page 4



One of the most lethal, and understudied, methods of improvised 
explosive device (IED) attacks come in the form of personally-car-
ried IEDs. In a recent experiment utilizing a standard radar gun, 
NPS Professor William Fox was able to detect members of a crowd 
wearing simulated IED vests 85 percent of the time. 

Fox and University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC) Professor 
John Vesecky and Dr. Kip Laws, examined cross sections returned 
by a radar gun after using it to scan a crowd.

“There is a particular signal in that cross section that returns differ-
ently when a person is wearing a wire on their body,” said Fox. “It’s 
subtle, but there are metrics we use to determine who is wearing 
wires on their body.” 

Anchoring the research is the ability to utilize traditional, commer-
cially available equipment to collect data and skillfully interpret the 
results in new and novel ways.

“I’m a math modeler,” noted Fox. “I try to make sense out of data 
that is collected or out of variables and equations. I try to put them 
together in a way that they make sense and are applicable or unique 

By MC1 Grant P. Ammon

to a specific problem.” 

In addition to interpreting cross sections returned from radar scans, 
the guns are also being looked at to measure walking and move-
ment speed as an indication of dubious members within a crowd 
of people. Research funding came from the Department of De-
fense’s Joint Improvised Explosive Device Defeat Organization  
(JIEDDO).

“I went to a class given by Professor Gordon Bradely of JIEDDO, 
and learned they had been doing a good job at detecting roadside 
bombs and bombs in cars, but not a lot had been studied on suicide 
bombers. We wrote a proposal for a joint effort, sent it to the JIED-
DO office through NPS and the funding was approved.

“I think if we said go, this technology could be out there in a year,” 
noted Fox. “We have to go from proof of principle to putting the de-
vice together. Several proposals have been submitted back to JIED-
DO, the Army Research Office and other places to continue the next 
phase of the research. We did it with a single radar and one kind of 
crowd, but now let’s look at several radars, or maybe even different 
types of radars.”

U.S. Army soldiers conduct a patrol in Sayed Karam, Paktia province, Afghanistan. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. John P. Sklaney III/Released)

NPS Professor Explores New Methods of IED Detection

One Giant Leap for Visualization continued from page 3 ...

at the 2010 CENIC Conference and in critical technology demon-
strations for Calit2 in June and July. In support of visualization and 
visual computing, the two departments also extended Remote Ren-
dering to the hamming supercomputer using RenderMan compliant 
3D rendering software packages, creating a permanent rendering ca-
pability of the highest-quality, and implemented a cluster rendering 
architecture for Pixar’s RenderMan Pro Server, using Tractor Engine 
and Tractor Blade. These architectures are widely adopted in 3D ani-
mation, scientific visualization and the entertainment industry. An-
other visualization tool designed and built was the NPS OptiPortal, 
used in both 2D and 3D environments for viewing high-definition 
static images, video, or in streaming mode across one or more Op-
tiPortals, the computers (nodes) comprise a cluster capable of gen-
eral computations for display and collaboration management and 
include middleware applications SAGE, DMX, Chromium, CGLX, 

OpenCOVER (Covise). NPS pioneered the use of Octal graphics 
cards for low-cost Optiportal installations suitable for classrooms, 
small labs and even office spaces. Work in this area continues and 
NPS will soon test the Calit2-developed OptiPortable.

“Advanced information technologies, the backbone of our cyberin-
frastructure, include networking, computation, visualization, and 
collaboration tools,” said Haska, Vice President of Information Re-
sources and Chief Information Officer. “Supporting the expansion 
of visualization capabilities at NPS leverages resources, enhances 
our partnerships, and increases opportunities for the school’s con-
tinued success in the execution of its education and research mis-
sion.”

Research on these projects is ongoing throughout 2011. 



erations Research (OR) department, one of 
MCEA’s two program managers. “We need 
better trained and better educated cost es-
timators.

“The MCEA program is the only one of its 
kind,” added Mislick. “It is the only distance 
learning graduate degree in cost estimation 
available to government employees.”

The program, also led by OR Professor Dan-
iel Nussbaum in collaboration with Profes-
sor Alfred Thal of AFIT, includes selected 
courses from the OR department, the Grad-
uate School of Business and Public Policy, 
and AFIT with focus on specific military 
cost-related topics to prepare students for 
an array of demanding cost estimation func-
tions in the DoD.

The curriculum is presently being deliv-
ered by two methods: asynchronously and 
video tele-education (VTE). This offers the 
student options and flexibility combining 
web-based, online and video conferenc-
ing. The next MCEA cohort is scheduled 
for March 2012, based on student demand. 
Later cohorts may begin every six months  
thereafter.

Operations Research Dis-
tinguished Professor Patri-

cia Jacobs has been selected 
as a Fellow of the American 

Statistical Association (ASA). 
Jacobs will be honored with other 

colleagues in her field at the Joint 
Statistical Meetings Symposium 
held in Miami Beach, Fla. in Aug. 

A Memorandum of Agreement be-
tween the Office of Naval Research 
(ONR), National Reconnaissance 
Office (NRO), Air Force Research 
Laboratory (AFRL) and the Naval 
Postgraduate School has estab-
lished NPS as an Adaptive Optics 
Center of Excellence for National 
Security education and research. 
Through the extensive efforts of 
Distinguished Professor of Me-
chanical and Aerospace Engineer-
ing Dr. Brij Agrawal, Vice President 
and Dean of Research Dr. Karl van 
Bibber, and Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost Leonard Ferrari, 
the establishment of the center 
brings with it a commitment of $1 
million from each partner – ONR, 
AFRL and NRO – for the next five 
years for dedicated research and 
education programs in adaptive op-
tics technologies.

National Security Affairs Associ-
ate Professor James Russell recently 
authored the book, “Innovation, 
Transformation, and War: Coun-
terinsurgency Operations in Anbar 
and Ninewa Provinces, Iraq, 2005-
2007” in which he outlines coun-
terinsurgency tactics developed out 
of necessity at the unit level in com-
bating Sunni insurgents during the 
Iraq War. 

Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security Executive Director Ted 
Lewis was recently published with 
the book, “Bak’s Sand Pile: Strate-
gies for a Catastrophic World.” The 
work uses Per Bak’s theory of self-
organized criticality to explain the 
fragilities of critical infrastructures, 
along with strategies to protect 
them.

FACULTY 
news & notes

Send your faculty news and notes 
to update@nps.edu.

First Cost Estimating Cohort Underway

The first cohort of a jointly developed and 
jointly instructed, part-time distance learn-
ing Master’s Degree in Cost Estimating and 
Analysis (MCEA) program began this quar-
ter at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS). 
The 24-month program, sponsored by the 
Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), 
is a joint project between NPS and the Air 
Force Institute of Technology (AFIT), and 
is offered to government civilian employees 
and active duty military personnel.

The MCEA degree started as an effort to 
train government employees in cost estima-
tion, an immediate response to the Weap-
ons System Acquisition Reform Act of 2009 
(WSARA 09) signed by President Barack 
Obama. 

“As commander in chief, I will do whatever 
it takes to defend the American people …  
but I reject the notion that we have to waste 
billions of taxpayer dollars to keep this na-
tion secure,” said Obama before signing the 
act. 

“One of the line items of the WSARA 09 
was the need for better trained cost estima-
tors,” said Professor Greg Mislick of the Op-

By MC1 Leonardo Carrillo

Chair Surveys 100 Years of History

Chairman of the Applied Mathematics De-
partment Carlos Borges regaled faculty, stu-
dents and staff on “A Century of Mathemat-
ics at the Naval Postgraduate School” in a 
special lecture, Apr. 14.  

Beginning with NPS’ origins in 
a 1909, Borges took the audience 
on a whirlwind tour of 100 years 
of NPS math, applied statistics/
operations research and comput-
ing history in a single hour. 

In a moment that drew gasps 
from the audience, Borges re-
vealed that he’d discovered the 
first book purchased by NPS’ 
predecessor while organizing 
the Applied Mathematics library – “Differ-
ential Equations” by William Johnson, pub-
lished in 1906. “This isn’t just the first book 
bought by the Mathematics and Mechanics 
Department,” Borges stressed. “It’s the first 
book purchased by the entire Postgraduate 
Department at Annapolis.

“The first civilian professor and second fac-

ulty member to be hired was Ralph Root 
– my great-great-great-great-great doctoral 
grandfather after whom Root Hall is named 
– who joined the Postgraduate Department 

in February 1914 and headed 
its program in Mathematics 
and Mechanics,” Borges said. 

“After the end of World War I, 
the Postgraduate Department 
reopened in June 1919 under 
then Capt. and later Fleet Ad-
miral Ernest J. King, after whom 
King Auditorium is named. 
Root worked with Capt. Spana-
gel, who headed the Postgradu-
ate Department beginning in 
1944 and after whom Spanagel 

Hall is named, to transform the department 
from a preparatory school to a university.”  

The lecture concluded with a review of the 
“four children” of the NPS Department of 
Mathematics: the Departments of Opera-
tions Research, Aeronautical Engineering 
and Computer Science; and the NPS Com-
puting Center.

By  Barbara Honegger

Depatment Chair Carlos 
Borges (U.S. Navy photo by 
Javier Chagoya)



Focus On ... Service with a Smile
Chances are, if you’ve placed a 
request for assistance through 
Information Technology and 
Communications Services (IT-
ACS), you’ve met one of the staff 
pictured here. 

Pictured, from left to right, are 
AT3 (SW/AW) Karee Lattier, 
IT2 (SW) Robert Hillard, IT2 
(SW) Joy Nakakihara, IT2 (SW) 
Angelica Santana, AT3 (AW) 
Frederic Germer, and ITSN 
Matthew McCarthy – along with 
IT2 (SW) William Crago not 
shown – and they make up NPS’ 

Protecting the critical infrastructures of the United States – the 
electric power grid, oil and gas, transportation, communications, 
food and agriculture, and water – is a key focus for the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), and of the Department of Defense 
(DoD).

The risks to infrastructures, however, come not only from terrorists 
and other deliberate threats, but also from non-deliberate sources, 
such as accidents, failures and Mother Nature. Infrastructure sys-
tems need to be equipped to function even when they suffer dam-
age, and the Center for Infrastructure Defense (CID) at NPS rou-
tinely studies vulnerability assessment and optimal investment for 
these systems.

Established last year under the Operations Research (OR) depart-
ment, CID looks at how infrastructures respond under stress, and 
how to invest limited resources to make them more resilient to dis-
ruptions. In a recent presentation to NPS leadership, CID Director 
Professor Dave Alderson and Executive Director Distinguished Pro-
fessor Gerald Brown provided an overview of the center and how it 

helps students utilize the skills learned in their OR studies to test 
the resilience of some of the country’s most critical infrastructures.

“In order to assess the resilience of an infrastructure system, you 
have to understand how it operates,” explained Brown. “OR is first 
and foremost about modeling systems and their operation, so all 
the tools and techniques we use in OR apply directly to modeling 
infrastructure systems and how they will respond to any inflicted 
damage.

“We couple a model of infrastructure operation with one of how 
an intelligent adversary would attack, given knowledge of how the 
target system works,” he continued. “The result is a model federation 
that discovers the most-damaging attacks and how the infrastruc-
ture would best respond. We measure resilience in terms of the level 
of degradation in system response to the worst-case disruption.”

In the CID presentation session, students Lt. Timothy Yuhas, Lt. Ja-
son Ileto and Cmdr. Tino de la Cruz briefed leadership on their the-
ses, analyzing two infrastructure systems in the Hawaiian Islands, 
and planning the emergency evacuation of citizens from the Cali-
fornia Central Valley in case of a major flood.

“I looked at the systemic capacity of highways in Central California 
to accommodate inordinate demands in an evacuation,” explained 
Yuhas. “This model will be used during Golden Guardian 2011, 
which is a yearly state-wide emergency planning and response exer-
cise that is conducted for emergency services throughout the state 
of California.”

Alderson noted the unique military perspective of NPS’ OR depart-
ment in contrast with other OR departments around the world. “We 
look at our own domestic critical infrastructures through the eyes 
of intelligent adversaries. Through system modeling and analysis, 
we explore weaknesses in infrastructures, and explore ways to ef-
fectively strengthen them,” said Alderson.

Students and faculty gather following a Center for Infrastructure Defense outbrief to 
NPS leadership, March 23. Pictured, from left to right, are Cmdr. Tino de la Cruz, Lt. 
Timothy Yuhas, Professor Javier Salmeron, CID Director Dave Alderson, Homeland 
Defense and Security Coordinator Wendy Walsh and Lt. Jason Ileto.

enlisted Information Technolo-
gy (IT) and telecommunications 
specialists.They are often out 
and about on campus answer-
ing questions, solving problems, 
and providing customer support 
to more than 5,000 NPS stu-
dents, staff and faculty. 

These military staff, vital to IT-
ACS’ successful operations, are 
also focused on their futures – 
every one of them wants to ob-
tain a bachelor and/or master’s 
degree, and each hopes to ex-
pand their IT knowledge during 

A Monthly Look at Names and Faces on Campus

By Amanda D. Stein

their tenures at NPS.  

“The ITACS employ-
ees are amazing co-
workers and I enjoy 
working with them 
all,” noted McCarthy. 
Expecting mom San-
tana added that, “NPS 
is a great location to 
bring a child into the 
world,” while Crago said he ap-
preciates the “outstanding level 
of support here at NPS, which 
leads to a more positive learn-
ing environment.” Regarding his 

Student, Faculty Briefs Spotlight Infrastructure 
Protection Research

future, Germer hopes to one day 
join the FBI, but it’s his past that 
helps him to appreciate being at 
NPS. “This sure beats ship life!” 
he quips.



Pacific Gas and Electric account executive Alicia 

Kilgore displays a SMART meter during Naval 

Support Activity Monterey’s annual Earth Day 

celebration held Thursday, April 21 at NPS’ Spru-

ance Plaza.  (U.S. Navy photo by Javier Chagoya)

The Directed Energy Professional Society held its weeklong 

Systems Symposium, with support by the NPS Physics Depart-

ment, Mar. 28 to Apr. 1. Conference attendee, Chief of Naval 

Research and NPS alumnus Rear Adm. Nevin P. Carr, Jr., toured 

the Segmented Mirror Space Telescope. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 

Rob Rubio)

NPS Professor Michael Malley lectures to members of 
the Executive Program in Defense Decision-Making 
for Indonesia course at the Casa Munras conference 
center, April 21. More than 30 Indonesian military and 
defense-related civilians participated in the two-week 
course hosted by NPS’ Center for Civil-Military Rela-
tions. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Grant Ammon)

Any Day at NPS ...
STUDENT

voice

What a great opportunity, 
and an even greater honor! 

I want to take a moment to in-
troduce myself – my name is Matt 

Yokeley and I am the new Chair-
man of the President’s Student 
Council (PSC) here at NPS. I am 
the head of the student-run body 
whose primary purpose is to serve 
you, the students of NPS. 

I have been here for a little more 
than a year now, and have been ac-
tively serving as the representative 
for all the Navy students here since 
last August. 

I also want to introduce our new 
Vice-Chairman LT Ryan Birkel-
bach and Recorder LT(j.g.) Kerri 
Ackman. Both are hard working 
individuals who are just as enthusi-
astic as I am about this opportunity 
to help lead the student council to 
make things better for all of us.

Many of you may not be aware, 
but there are a lot of issues that the 
PSC handles “behind the scenes.” 
Our group is dedicated to helping 
investigate and resolve these issues 
in the most effective manner pos-
sible and I want all of you to think 
of the PSC as your first point of 
contact in resolving any problems 
you may think are impacting the 
student body. We are the direct line 
between the student body and the 
staff.

Do you think you have something 
that needs to be addressed? Want 
to help make things better? Then 
please, join me and the PSC and 
you can be an active member of the 
process for change!

By Lt. Matthew Yokeley

Information Systems Technician Second Class Bobby Hillard, far left, and Electronics Technician Second 

Class Joshua Landreth offer water to passing cyclists during the Sea Otter Classic, April 16. Hillard and 

Landreth were two of more than 30 Sailors from NPS’ Enlisted Recreation Committee that volunteered  

to support Monterey’s annual cycling festival, April 14-17. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Leonardo Carrillo)

NPS President Dan Oliver presents the Legion 
of Merit to former Chief of Staff, Air Force 
Col. Andrew “Pete” Boerlage, during his 
retirement ceremony, Apr. 1. Boerlage retired 
after 28 years of active duty service. (U.S. Navy 
photo by MC1 Rob Rubio)

Lt. Yokeley  is the Chairman of the 
President’s Student Council.  

Visit the PSC on the intranet at 
http://intranet/psc/index.html.

Have a story to share? Institutional  
Advancement is constantly seeking  

interesting news and stories for Update 
NPS. Send your tips to update@nps.edu.
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As the space shuttle 

program comes to an 

end, we look back at 

NPS’  place in America’s 

journey into space.

our

LEGACY
inSPACE
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CNO Keynotes Winter Graduation

Leading Nuclear Detection,  

  Interdiction Research

Alumni Profiles:  

  NYSE CEO Marsh Carter,     

    SAIC CEO Walt Havenstein
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M A G A Z I N E
M A G A Z I N E

In Review Magazine
Look for your copy around 
campus.

On Campus this Month

Memorial Day Concert on the Lawn
POC Alan Richmond Ext. 3649

May 30

8th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium
POC Karey Shaffer Ext. 2257

May 11-12

Historical Highlights

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Rob Rubio

Naval Helicopter Association Symposium
NPS Outreach
POC Kari Miglaw Ext. 2077

May 9-12

U.S. Navy Photo by Javier Chagoya

Imaging with Segmented and 
Distributed Telescopes Workshop
POC Brij Agrawal Ext. 3338

May 3-4
May 25
Former Senator John Warner Receives Honorary Doctorate
POC Protocol Ext. 2466

May 2-5
Center for Stabilization and Reconstruction Studies
Joint Humanitarian Operations Course
POC  Graseilah Coolidge Ext. 3359
 

U.S. Navy Photo by Javier Chagoya

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Kim McLendon

Herrmann Hall, the most distinctive building on campus, was of 
course once the world famous Hotel Del Monte. Renowned ar-
chitects Lewis Hobart and Clarence Tantau designed its current 
Spanish Revival architecture following a 1924 fire, with the new 
Hotel Del Monte holding a gala re-dedication on May 8, 1926.

In the midst of the Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties, the new 
hotel captured the imagination of world leaders and celebri-
ties … Charlie Chaplin, Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Clark Gable, 
Charles Lindbergh and Walt Disney among many others.

Crosby congratulated his close friend, Samuel F.B. Morse, presi-
dent of Del Monte Properties Company by saying, “I shall al-
ways be grateful to that eminent sportsman Sam Morse, whose 
vision, dedication and devotion to quality made this one of the 
showplaces of the world.”

Historical Highlights are provided by the Dudley Knox Library.


