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	The NPS Institutional Review Board (IRB) has jurisdiction over all research involving human subjects. The NPS IRB is authorized to review, recommend approval to the NPS President, require modifications in, or withhold approval or suspend approval of research involving human subjects. No human subject research in any form (including recruitment, consent, or data collection) can take place without proper review and approval by the NPS IRB and NPS President.


Do I need approval?


If your activity involves any of the following you may be involved in human subject research and must request an official determination.


	Administer a questionnaire or survey
	Conduct focus groups or interviews
	Observe human performance directly or indirectly (e.g. online, crowdsourcing, or through analysis of information systems)
	Audio or video record activities of humans
	Use pre-collected data that contains information about humans
	Test any equipment in which humans serve as users



 


IRB Review Process and Timeline


	Send all complete packages to IRB@nps.edu.
	An IRB staff person will conduct a preliminary review within 2 business days and contact you if any information is missing. 
	Complete package is sent to the IRB and reviewed in 8 business days. You will be contacted after the review is complete and informed of any additional updates that are needed.
	Afterwards your package will be sent to the NPS President for final approval. The president reviews protocols weekly.



 


Please Note:


	Research involving greater than minimal risk requires review by the convened IRB.  The convened IRB meets monthly.
	International research requires review by NPS counsel and DON HRPP.  Expect review to take an additional 45 days.
	Classified research requires SECNAV review and approval.
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	Contact the IRB


	Bryan Hudgens

	IRB Chair

	bryan.hudgens@nps.edu
	LCDR Claire Modica, USN

	IRB Vice Chair

	claire.modica@nps.edu
	Dr. Christopher Darnton, NSA

	IRB Vice Chair

	cndarnto@nps.edu
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The mission of the Office of Research and Innovation (OR&I) is to support the educational and research mission of the Naval Postgraduate School, align research activities towards research areas of national security, elevate the development of our warrior-scholars, ensure an environment attractive to high-quality faculty, and enable excellence in defense-focused, basic and applied research and innovation, including classified and interdisciplinary research, ensuring future technological and operational advantage for the warfighter.
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        Where Science Meets the Art of Warfare ®

      

      
        	Mission
	Provide defense-focused graduate education, including classified studies and interdisciplinary research, to advance the operational effectiveness, technological leadership and warfighting advantage of the Naval service.
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