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 THESIS PROPOSAL
 

[Thesis title here]
 
[Describe your proposed thesis using the template that follows. Keep the capitalized, bold-faced section headers, but remove bracketed instructions or explanatory information, including this paragraph. All of the main text should be double-spaced. Sources should be cited in single-spaced footnotes formatted according to Chicago rules for the humanities, the same rules that apply to the finished thesis. Examples can be found here. The thesis proposal should be no more than 15–20 pages.]

1.      MAJOR RESEARCH QUESTION
[Usually a paragraph or two that states succinctly and specifically what it is you intend to study. A major research question could reflect new lines of analytical approach towards contemporary policy issues or address gaps or debates within the contemporary academic literature.]

2.      SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH QUESTION
[About a page explaining the significance of your major research question in relation to relevant policy and scholarship. In addition to suggesting the policy relevance of your thesis research, you should consider how your research expands analysis of contentious academic subjects.]

3.      LITERATURE REVIEW
[The literature review is an analytic survey of the most important academic and/or policy literature that bears on your major research question. The literature review is used to shape the analytical approach to the research question and should be organized in terms of major themes of relevance to that research question—not as a list of scholarly works or policy documents, nor as simply a bibliography. It should also be used to present an initial sketch of what is known empirically about the major research question. With this thematic and empirical presentation the major purpose of the literature review is to identify the work upon which the thesis will build and expand upon, along with potential gaps in knowledge the thesis seeks to fill. The literature review is normally five or six pages long.]

4.      POTENTIAL EXPLANATIONS AND HYPOTHESES
[A page or two identifying the most promising potential answers to your major research question or causal explanations for the phenomenon the thesis is trying to analyze. In the body of the thesis, you will present evidence that either confirms or refutes these potential explanations, or hypotheses. Many of the potential explanations should come from factors or explanations that other scholars have proposed, which should be included in the literature review, but others can emerge from creative thinking about what factors might be important for the phenomenon explained in the thesis. The purpose of hypotheses, which are a fundamental aspect of the scientific method, is to encourage you to think analytically and organize your research and thinking, rather than simply hoping that the best explanation will be obvious after reading books and articles.]

5.      RESEARCH DESIGN
[Approximately a page describing the plan of action for conducting research for thesis. This section should describe the basic analytic approach you intend to use—for example, single case study, comparative case studies, statistical analysis, etc.—and explain why that methodological approach is appropriate for your research question. If you are using case studies, it should discuss why you selected the particular cases you are focusing on. This section should also discuss what types of sources and materials you intend to consult and briefly explain how this type of material will provide the best evidence to make a causal argument.]

6.      THESIS OVERVIEW AND DRAFT CHAPTER OUTLINE
[Generally a paragraph or two, and no more than a page or two, describing how your thesis will be organized. The overview should indicate the order in which you will address the main problems or questions posed by your major research question, and the basic logic of your scheme for addressing them. There is usually more than one way to organize a thesis, and you should explain why you have chosen yours. A more detailed draft chapter outline, which dedicates a short paragraph to the expected content of each chapter, is recommended.]

Outline

[An outline is optional. If included, it should not exceed two pages in length, and should be presented in the format below.]

I. INTRODUCTION


A. First Section



1. First sub-section, etc.


B. Second Section, etc.

II. TITLE OF CHAPTER 2


A. First Section



1. First sub-section




a. sub-sub section





i. further sub-sections

ii. pieces of evidence

iii. components of analysis and/or argument 





iv. etc.






a. etc.







1. etc.


B. Second Section

III. OTHER CHAPTERS AS NEEDED, organized as above.

[Please retain page break at the end of the last page of this section of the Thesis Proposal]

Preliminary Bibliography

[The bibliography should be between one and three pages, formatted according to the same rules that will be used in the final thesis.]

� A thesis committee must consist of an Advisor and a Second Reader, or two Co-Advisors. Please consult NSA thesis policy for an explanation of this distinction.





