Submit: Capstone Project Plan to the ARP Student Project App (SPA) 
Questions: Contact Jochele Benson arp@nps.edu 


Capstone Project Plan
Graduation Date:  __________
Student Team Members:
	Name
	Program
	Graduation
	Rank
	Service
	Country

	Enter text for all boxes.	enter	month year	enter	enter	enter
	Enter text for all boxes.	enter	month year	enter	enter	enter
	Enter text for all boxes.	enter	month year 	enter	enter	enter

Faculty Advisors:
	Name
	Advisor Role

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.

I. Project Descriptive Information.
Topic Sponsor: Click or tap here to enter text.
Keywords: (up to 5): Click or tap here to enter text.
Project Title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Project Topic/Subject: Click or tap here to enter text.
Problem Identification: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Research Questions:
a. Primary Research Question: Click or tap here to enter text.
b. Secondary Research Questions: Click or tap here to enter text.
Project Objectives:
a.  Click or tap here to enter text.  
b.  Click or tap here to enter text.  
c. Click or tap here to enter text.
Background:  Click or tap here to enter text. 
Research Methodology: Click or tap here to enter text.
Research Scope and Limitations:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Data Sources: Click or tap here to enter text.
Sample of Reference Documents: Click or tap here to enter text.
II. Draft Outline.
Abstract/Executive Summary. A concise, accurate 300–500-word overview of the capstone project.
Chapter 1. Introduction. Presents the problem statement, research questions, methodology, scope and limitations, and organization of the project.
Chapter 2. Background. Provides the context needed to understand the research problem, its significance, and the subsequent analysis.
Chapter 3. Literature Review. Reviews relevant research, theories, and publications and explains how the capstone project contributes to the broader body of knowledge.
Chapter 4. Analysis. Describes the methodology and presents the data and analysis.
Chapter 5. Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations. Summarizes the findings, answers the research questions, presents conclusions, and provides recommendations.
III. Roles of Participants. The purpose of this section is to identify the roles and responsibilities of each student and faculty advisers. 
· Students (identify each student and their role in the project): Click or tap here to enter text.
· Faculty Advisors: Faculty advisors will provide applicable insight and guidance throughout the project, including:
1. Review draft documents
2. Recommend research sources and methodologies
3. Evaluate final project
· ARP: Supports high-quality research by helping students 1) navigate NPS research processes, 2) stay on track with project timelines and milestones, and 3) access to 40 pages (365 words per page) of professional editing support.
1. Will you use ARP editing? Click “Yes” or “No”
2. Acknowledge that you/your team are committed to following the ARP schedule and milestones. Click “Yes” or “No”
IV. Proposed Project Schedule. The required capstone project schedule and milestones are below. 
	Milestone
	Due Date

	1. Take MN4044 for resident or MN4101 distance learning (Quarter 3)
	GD – 12 mos

	2. Required: Submit project plan to ARP Student Project App (SPA)
	GD – 9 mos

	3. Python: Set up a Thesis Dashboard
	GD – 9 mos

	4. Python: Last date for Advisors Selected
	GD – 9 mos

	5. Required: Data collection complete
	GD – 6 mos

	6. ARP Support: Submit first three chapters to ARP TaskIt for editing
	GD – 4 mos

	7. Python: Last date for Thesis Proposal Form (TPF) Approval
	GD – 3 mos

	8. ARP Support: Submit all chapters to ARP TaskIt for editing
	GD – 3 mos

	9. TPO Required: Capstone/Thesis Processing Office (TPO) Brief
	GD – 2 mos

	10. TPO: Submit Approved Final Draft (TPO’s Initial Draft for iThenticate Review and TPO input)
	GD – 2 mos

	11. Python: Advisors Approve / Thesis Acceptance by TPO
	GD – 2 mos

	12. Required: Submit findings poster to ARP Student Project App (SPA)
	GD – 1 mo

	13. Python: Capstone Project/Thesis Approved by Dept with the Thesis Release and Approval Form (TRAF)
	GD – 1 mo

	14. Required: Submit final approved Capstone Report (Word) to ARP Student Project App (SPA)
	GD – 1 mo

	15. DAFM Required: Resident students participate in Graduate Student Research Poster Showcase
	Last Day of School

	16. Graduation Date
	GD



V. Other.
· Report Classification and Distribution: Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited. If this is not the case, please comment: Click or tap here to enter text.  
· Interviews/Survey: Will you be conducting interviews or using a survey to complete your research? If yes, please comment on your plan for NPS IRB review and approval (who, what, when, where and how). Click or tap here to enter text.
VI. Advisor Acknowledgment. 
As the lead advisor, I believe that this project is compliant with NPS Institutional Review Board (IRB) requirements related to Protection of Human Subjects and I anticipate that the report will be Approved for Public Release, distribution as unlimited. I recommend this research team and project to the ARP.
Lead Advisor Signatures:
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