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HALL OF FAME INDUCTION CEREMONYHALL OF FAME HONOREES

It is with great honor that the Naval Postgraduate School inducts  

Admiral Guillermo Barrera, Colombian Navy (Ret.) 
to our distinguished list of Hall of Fame members.

Admiral Robert B. Natter, USN (Ret.) 
1 December 2023

Captain Thomas G. Kelley, USN (Ret.) 
1 December 2023

Vice Admiral Alberto Soto Chilean Navy 
24 March 2023

Admiral Cecil D. Haney, USN (Ret.)  
15 December 2022

Deputy Secretary of Defense  
Robert O. Work (Ret.) 

22 September 2022

Vice Admiral Edward Moore, Jr., USN 
(Ret.) 

26 January 2021

Vice Admiral Jan E. Tighe, USN (Ret.) 
5 June 2018

The Honorable Jack R. Borsting 
27 April 2017

The Honorable Everett Alvarez, Jr. (Ret.)  
27 March 2015

General Keith B. Alexander, USA (Ret.) 
21 June 2013

Colonel Walt Havenstein, USMCR (Ret.) 
30 November 2012

Admiral Eric T. Olson, USN (Ret.)  
30 November 2012

Admiral Stanley Arthur, USN (Ret.)  
2 December 2011

Dr. J. Phillip (Jack) London  
2 December 2011

Vice Admiral Pat Tracey, USN (Ret.)  
3 December 2010

Admiral T. Joseph Lopez, USN (Ret.)  
3 December 2010

Vice Admiral Thomas J. Hughes, USN 
(Ret.)  

3 December 2010

General Apichart Penkitti, Permanent  
Secretary for Defense, Thailand (Ret.) 

30 July 2010

Admiral Michael Mullen, USN (Ret.) 11 
August 2009

General Michael Hagee, USMC (Ret.) 23 
May 2009

The Honorable Dan Albert,  
Mayor of Monterey (Ret.)  

23 February 2007

Master of Ceremonies Master of Ceremonies 
Captain Brandon Bryan, USN 

NPS Chief of Staff

Welcome Welcome 
Vice Admiral Ann Rondeau, USN (Ret.) 

NPS President

Reading of the Citation Reading of the Citation 
Major Omar David Florez Isaza, Colombian Army

NPS National Security Affairs Student

Presentation of the Medallion Presentation of the Medallion 
Rear Admiral James A. Aiken, USN

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command
Commander, U.S. FOURTH Fleet

Acceptance Remarks Acceptance Remarks 
Admiral Guillermo Barrera, Colombian Navy

Conclusion Conclusion 
Vice Admiral Ann Rondeau, USN (Ret.) 

NPS President 

Reception Reception 
Sponsored by the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation
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Admiral Guillermo Barrera is a 1983 graduate 
of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) with a 
master's degree in Electrical Engineering. He put 
his technical acumen to work throughout his 
40-year career in the Colombian Navy working 
to advance its capability and impact. He rose to 
multiple commands afloat and ashore, including 
the riverine gun patrol boat ARC Fritz Hagale, ARC 
Gorgona, and the frigate ARC Almirate Padilla. He 
led combined drug interdiction operations with 
JIATF-South and other countries in the Pacific 
and Caribbean, ultimately rising to Commander 
of the Colombian Navy from 2006 to 2010 during 

the tenure of then-President Álvaro Uribe, and was part of the national team that 
brought Colombia from the brink of failure to stability and prosperity.

Other milestones included service as second Commander of the Colombian Coast 
Guard, and service on the Colombian joint staff, where he was D5 (Joint Psyops) 
and J5 (Joint Integrated Action) and he produced the “Strategy of Integrated 
Action for the Military Forces.” As Commander of the Colombian Navy, he 
established a permanent program to send Colombian officers to NPS for advanced 
technical degrees to help modernize the Colombian Navy. Barrera then served as 
Defense Attaché to the Embassy of Colombia, Washington, D.C. Today, Barrera is 
a Professor and Distinguished International Fellow at the U.S. Naval War College 
(NWC) with a focus on Leadership & Ethics and Maritime Operational Warfare.

Barerra's efforts in Colombia had national and regional impact, leading to 
increased security for a country that was suffering from insurgency, high crime, 
kidnappings, attacks on towns, and other terrorist actions. Maritime interdiction 
also greatly improved in collaboration with the U.S. Navy, which also led to 
stability and greater economic success for Colombia. Barerra received 64 awards 
and decorations, including the highest Colombian military decorations, the Order 
of Boyacá and the Order of Democracy of the Colombian Senate. He also received 
the U.S. Legion of Merit, Commander Degree. Barerra joined NWC in 2011 as the 
first U.S. Chief of Naval Operations Distinguished International Fellow.

Barerra remains a lifelong learner and author, having published a book, “Letters of 
the Commander,” and multiple journal articles for U.S. and equivalent Colombian 
maritime journals.

GUILLERMO BARRERA
ADMIRAL, COLOMBIAN NAVY (RET.)
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MMission
The Naval Postgraduate School provides defense-focused graduate 

education, including classified studies and interdisciplinary research, 
to advance the operational effectiveness, technological leadership and 

warfighting advantage of the Naval service.

VVision 
The Naval Postgraduate School will become the nation’s leading 

institution for defense higher education and applied research, delivering 
transformative solutions and innovative leaders for decisive U.S. seapower 

and national defense.

https://nps.edu
https://nps.edu/web/guest/mission
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About the Hall of Fame
Established in 2001, the Naval Postgraduate School Hall of Fame  

recognizes the accomplishments of our most distinguished alumni and  
supporters who, through the attainment of positions at the highest levels  

of public service, have made the greatest contributions to society,  
their nations and to the Naval Postgraduate School.
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