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LTC Lemar Farhad currently serves as the Chief, Office of Defense Cooperation (ODC), U.S. Embassy, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Prior to serving as ODC Chief, LTC Farhad served as Director, Central & South Asia, Partner 
Engagements—Directorate of Intelligence (J2), U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM). Prior to serving at 
CENTCOM J2, LTC Farhad served as the Tajikistan & Kyrgyz Republic Country Director for the Security 
Cooperation Division at CENTCOM Directorate of Strategy, Plans and Policy (J5).  

Preceding his arrival at CENTCOM, he was a graduate student at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
California, focusing on South and Central Asian Security Studies. From 2014 to 2015, he served as an international 
student at the Malaysian Armed Forces Staff College in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. From 2011-2013 Lemar served 
as a Company Commander at the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center 
(DLIFLC) in Monterey, California. 

From 2007 to 2010, LTC Farhad served in the Special Activities Division J2/3X for Special Operations Command 
Europe (SOCEUR) in Stuttgart, Germany.  During this assignment, LTC Farhad was responsible for a series of 
sensitive programs within EUCOMs area of operations. 

Between 2001- 2007, LTC Farhad has served in a variety of capacities in Military Intelligence and the Infantry 
with multiple deployments to Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan.  

LTC Farhad has a Masters Degree in Security Studies from the Naval Postgraduate School and a Graduate 
Certificate in Strategic Studies from the National Defense University of Malaysia. He has a Bachelors Degree in 
Criminal Justice from the California State University of Fullerton.   

LTC Farhad is fluent in Persian-Farsi, Tajik, and Afghan-Dari, and is a distinguished graduate from the Defense 
Language Institute Foreign Language Center, Monterey, California.  
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