PLAYGROUND EVALUATI ON GUI DE
Ref er ence:

COWNAVNMED P-5010-2
CPSC Handbook

A.  Requirenents:

1. Is playground encl osed by a fence that woul d
Prevent children fromrunning into the street while
Pl ayi ng?

2. |Is playground reasonably | evel ed and drai ned
to ensure dryness a maxi mum nunber of days?

B. Recommendat i ons:

1. Is afacility folder kept to identify the
manuf act urer, nodel nunber and nonth/year of purchase
in case repairs are required?

2. Is equipnent firmy anchored in concrete bel ow
t he ground?

3. Is playground apparatus placed away from

ball fields to prevent a child playing in a ball gane
fromaccidentally running in front of exit area of
slides, sw ngs, or other equipnent?

4. Are ends of tubing on equi prment covered with
protective caps?

5. Are ends of bolts on equi pnent covered with
protective caps that cannot be renoved by hand?

6. |s paint on equipnent in good condition
(no peeling or chipping)?

7. Are wood structures in good condition
(no cracking or splitting)?

8. Is playground equi pnent free of projection
whi ch could entangle a child s cl othing?

9. Are ends of *“S” hooks pinched cl osed?
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10. Is playground free of tripping hazards such as
roots, rocks, or other obstacles?

11. Are noving parts that could pinch or crush
conceal ed on gliders, seesaws, and nerry-go-rounds?

12. Are noving parts of equipnment |ubricated?

13. |Is damaged equi prent roped off and tagged as
“off imts” if it cannot be imredi ately renoved or
repai red?

14. Are covered trash receptacl es provi ded?

15. Slides:
a. Are slides equipped with side borders 4
i nched high for the entire | ength of
the slides?

b. Do slides have a protective barrier at the
top to prevent falls while a child is
changing fromclinmbing to sliding position?

c. Is the horizontal platformat top of slides
at least 22 inches in length and as w de as
the slide?

d. Do slides have continuous hand rails on
both sides of steps that allow a child
to stand erect over each step?

e. Are slides constructed so that the average
incline of the sliding surface does not
exceed 30 degrees and a child will not |ose
contact with the sliding surface?

f. Are slides constructed with no spaces or
gaps between the platformand the start
of the sliding surface?

g. For slides four foot and |l ess in height,
is the exit region no nore than 11 inches
fromthe ground or protective surface?

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)



h. For slides over four feet in height, is (Yes
the exit region at |east 7 inches but not
nore than 15 i nches above the ground or
protective surface?

16.

17.

Swi ngs

a. Are sw nging exercise rings, animal figure (yes
swi ngs, multiple occupancy sw ngs (except for
tire swngs) and free sw ngi ng ropes not
installed in the playground?

b. On single axis swings, is there a m ni num (Yes
cl earance of 30 inches between the sw ng
and frame structure?

c. Onnmulti-axis swings, is there a m ni mum (Yes
cl earance of 30 inches between the sw ng
and frame structure?

d. Are seats of swi ngs constructed of |ight- (Yes
Wei ght material such as plastic, rubber or
canvas and are seat edges rounded or snoothly
finished?

e. Are ends of “S” hooks pinched cl osed? (Yes

f. Is there no nore than two single axis (Yes
SW ngs per bay?

g. |Is there no nore than one nulti-axis sw ng (Yes
per bay?

Cl i nbi ng Equi pnent

a. Are balance beans no higher then 12 inches (Yes
above the protective surface?

b. Are vertically suspended clinbing ropes (Yes
securely anchored to a footing to prevent
the rope from being | ooped back on itself
and form ng a noose?

c. Are clinbers free of clinbing bars or other (Yes

structural conponents in the interior of the
of the structure onto which a child nmay fal
froma height of greater than 18 inches?
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18.
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On horizontal |adders, are rungs spaced
greater than 9 inches apart but do not exceed
15 inches fromcenter to center of each rung?

I's the 1°' handhol d on either end of upper
body equi prrent not placed directly above the
platformor clinbing rung used for nount or
di smount ?

| s the distance between a sliding pole and
the edge of the platformor other structure
used for access to the sliding pole a m ni num
of 18 inches and a maxi num of 20 i nches?

Does the sliding pole extend at | east 38
i nches above the |level of the platform of
ot her structure used for access to the pole?

s the sliding pole diameter no greater than
1.9 inches?

Mer r y- Go- Rounds

a.

Is the nmerry-go-round approximately circul ar
circular wwth a difference between the

m ni mum and maxi numradii of a non-circular
platformno greater than 2.0 inches?

Do nerry-go-rounds have handrails that do not
protrude beyond the edge of the base on which
children sit or stand?

Seesaws

a.

Are partial car tires or sonme other shock-
absorbing material enbedded in the ground
underneath the seats or secured on the
undersi de of the seats?

Are handhol ds provided that do not turn
when grasped and do not extend beyond
the sides of the seat?

Ent rapment Requirenents

a.

Are playground equi pment openi ngs bet ween
the interior opposing surfaces |less than
31/2 inches or greater then 9 inches?
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21.

Fal |
a.

| f playground equi pnent openings are greater
than 31/2 inches or less than 9 inches, do

t hey pass the entrapnent procedures as
described in Appendi x B of the CPSC Handbook?

Is the angle of any vertex forned by adjacent
Conponents greater than 55 degrees?

If the angle of any vertex forned by adjacent
Conmponents is | ess than 55 degrees does the

| oner leg of the vertex point in a horizontal
or downwards direction?

If the angle of any vertex forned by adjacent
Conmponents is |l ess than 55 degrees and the
Lower | eg is above horizontal or projects
Upwards, is there a rigid shield placed in the
Apex to prevent a |large head tenplate from
Touchi ng the sides of the vertex?

Zones
| s pl ayground equi pnrent | ocated over an
i npact —absor bi ng surface?

|s the surface material approximtely 6
inches to 12 inches deep or nmade of shock
absor bent rubber matting depending on the
critical height of the equipnent?

Have 6 foot fall zones been established for
stationary equi pnent ?

Does the fall zone extend to the front and
rear of a single axis swing a m nimm

di stance of 2 tinmes the height of the pivot
poi nt above the surfacing material? (Note:
the fall zone to the sides is to be 6 feet.)

For multi-axis swings, does the fall zone
extend in any direction froma point directly
beneath the pivot point for a mninmmdistance
of 6 feet plus the length of the suspending
nunbers? (Note: In addition, the fall zone
shall extend a mninmumof 6 feet fromthe
perimeter of the supporting structure.)

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

(Yes

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)

No)



f. Do the fall zones in front of the exit of (Yes No)
slides extend a m nimum di stance of 6 feet
fromthe end of the slide chute or for a
di stance of H+ 4 feet whichever is the
greater? (His the height of the slide
platform)

22. Quardrails and Protective Barriers
a. |s elevated playground equi pnent properly (Yes No)
guarded as per the follow ng requirenents
for pre-school age children. Surfaces 20
i nches above the underlying surface nmust be
protected by a guardrail or protective
barrier; surfaces 30 inches above the underlying
surface nust be protected by a protective
barrier; for guardrails the m ni mum hei ght

of the top rail is 29 inches and maxi num hei ght
of the bottomrail is 23 inches; for protective
barriers the mninmum height of the top rail is

29 inches and nmaxi mum hei ght of the bottomrai
is less than 3.5 inches.

b. |Is elevated playground equi pnment properly (Yes No)
guarded as per the follow ng requirenents for
school age children surfaces 30 inches above
t he underlying surface nust be protected by
a guardrail or protective barrier; surfaces
48 i nches above the underlying surface nust be
protected by a protective barrier; for guardrails
the m ni num hei ght of the top rail is 38 inches
and maxi mum hei ght of the bottomrail is 26
i nches; for protective barriers the m ni num
hei ght of the top rail is 38 inches and maxi num
hei ght of the bottomrail is |less than 3.5 inches.



