
Think of the abstract as a classified ad for your
work, one in which you are being charged by the
word. An NPS thesis abstract can be no more than
1,500 characters, including spaces (around 200
words). 

ABSTRACTS

Include these elements 
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NPS Thesis Processing Office: What goes in a Thesis Abstract? An
Executive Summary? 

Source:

What problem or gap in
understanding exists that
your research helps address?

Background &
Research Problem 

What does your research
aim to do?

Purpose

How did you collect and
analyze evidence to answer
your research question?

Methods

What did you discover?
How do your findings help
solve the problem?

Results

How can your readers or
stakeholders use your
research? What comes next?

Recommendations

For more information, see the 
GWC Abstracts Resource Page 
or work with a writing coach!

If using citation-worthy outside
information, mention the source in
your sentence. Do not use citations. 
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