APOSTROPHE
GUIDANCE

Letters Numbers

A BUT AVOID IN ACADEMIC WRITING

e cant e jsn't

e '80s (for 1980s)
2 e NOT 1980's

e dont e efc.

ADD 'S TO THE END ° The pOliC)’ objecﬂves

APA (7TH ED.) DOES THIS REGARDLESS OF HOW THE WORD ENDS.
CHICAGO, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS SOME EXCEPTIONS:

WHEN A POSSESSIVE
ENDS IN "S," ADD 'S AFTER THE S. ° The pdssengers

eassssssssssssssssssseeeessssss $EXCEPT...

o g e 1
WHEN THE OF e politics
A NOUN ENDING IN "S" ARE THE SAME o scries'

WHEN THE LAST ELEMENT OF AN OFFICIAL e United States'
NAME IS (BUT . '
THE NOUN ITSELF IS SINGULAR) ¢ SpeCICI| Forces

essssssssssssssssmme FOR THESE EXCEPTIONS JUST ADD AN APOSTROPHE

IF THE ENDING "S" INDICATES @ The ObjeCTiveS
A ., ADD JUST THE

AFTER THE S. ® The p(]ssengers
NOT FOR PLURALS

e two cases 2 o NOT two case's

e WMDs 2C « NOTWMD's
e The Joneses ¢ ¢ NOT Jones's
or Jones'

For more information, visit the

Graduate
or Writing
Center

K
t DRAESTANTIA PER SCIENTI4 ’

work with a writing coach!


https://nps.edu/web/gwc/apostrophes

