
omissionomission

can't 

don't

Letters
(Also known as contractions)(Also known as contractions)

But avoid in academic writingBut avoid in academic writing

'80s (for 1980s)

Numbers

NOT 1980's

(sometimes applied(sometimes applied    to decades)to decades)

isn't

etc.

two cases
WMDs 
The Joneses

NOT two case's
NOT WMD's
NOT Jones's 

      or Jones' 

not for pluralsnot for plurals

Except...Except...

politics'

series'

United States'

Special Forces'

 For these exceptions Just add an apostropheFor these exceptions Just add an apostrophe

PossessionPossession

The bus's passengersWhen a When a singularsingular  possessivepossessive

ends in "s," add ends in "s," add 's's after the s. after the s.  

if The ending "s" indicatesif The ending "s" indicates

a a pluralplural,,    add just theadd just the

apostrophe apostrophe after the s.after the s.  

The policies' objectives

The buses' passengers 

The policy's objectives

When the Last element of an officialWhen the Last element of an official
name is name is a plural form ending in "s"a plural form ending in "s" (but (but
the noun itself is singular)the noun itself is singular)

When the When the singular and plural formssingular and plural forms of of

a noun ending in "s" are the samea noun ending in "s" are the same  

  add add 's's to the end to the end  

APA (7th ed.) does this regardless of how the word ends.APA (7th ed.) does this regardless of how the word ends.

Chicago, on the other hand, Has some exceptions:Chicago, on the other hand, Has some exceptions:

ApostropheApostrophe
GuidanceGuidance

For more information, visit the

GWC page on apostrophes or

work with a writing coach! 

https://nps.edu/web/gwc/apostrophes

