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Carolyn Halladay is a senior lecturer in the National Security Affairs 1S F;rgve difficulty exge stud nt red
(NSA) Department at Naval Post-Graduate School and the academic disi nctu el nd res nf
associate for the Center of Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS). .\ |eadto fr ’rro’ﬂi gthe fime f
She also co-teaches a course in Research and Writing in Homeland xigen . exploiﬂ' ho explain g
Security. A historian and lawyer, Dr. Halladay’s academic focus is i eeqwr sA rew minut
contemporary Central Europe. Before joining NPS, she was a lecturer JI r|g’rer steps- ve o A ency Concul’r
at Pennsylvania State Erie, Behrend College, and The George . myriod plem>- cy when fa i
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Dr. Halladay’s first goal in teaching writing at NPS is demystifying the = ‘ ; Smongrchlc, de o pre:O
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opposite is true. Lyrical prose aside, we can all learn to write

process, since students often believe it is unlearnable. “| tell them the  F
effectively; it’s a matter of overcoming the initial terror of putting [
L]

words on the page,” she explains. To that end, she encourages Wr\
students to “start where they are,” a turn of phrase borrowed from her | '_I P
CHDS colleague, Chris Bellavita, and integrates their personal

experiences into the classroom via conversations and free-writing i I
exercises. For voice, she advises students to let go of sounding ~

“academic” and instead, to write as they speak, passing on advice 'I o R/ A P
from an early journalism mentor: “Write so you cannot be o i
misunderstood.” When asked what she loves most about teachingat | Writing @enter COIISOI‘tiLlIIl

NPS, she insists, “When the light goes on and a student understands.
We ask them to do something very difficult—produce a capstone,
thesis, or dissertation within a very short time period. Overwhelmingly,
our students succeed. | think that’s amazing.”
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Dr. Halladay is this quarter’s faculty spotlight given her teaching
philosophy and dedication to the intellectual growth of NPS students,
along with many other contributions to the NSA Department, CHDS,
and Center for Civil-Military Relations.
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